October 2017 UK, USA, Canada, Italy

The Bible Companion readings for this Sunday include John 17 and there's an MP3 about this
at http://www.christadelphia.net/audio/jn17.mp3

You can see the archives of our MP3 files at http://christadelphia.net/audio.htm

Download the NEV Bible with commentary and Bible Companion bookmarks at http://n-e-
v.info/NEVBIBLE.pdf

UK
Brother Mo
The advertising on the sides of London buses produced not only many replies but also a high
level of subsequent follow up. Commuters noticed the advert and then spent their commute
reading our material on their phones. We have personally met up for coffee with around 10
people who saw the advert and started chatting with us online. It seems that commuters on
public transport are a good target audience as they have a period of time each day to read or
view on their phones. A few have already gone right through Bible Basics after first engaging with
us from the bus advertisements.

MO is a high school teacher in Croydon who first saw our adverts soon after they began. After
graduating from Oxford University, unlike many young professionals, Mo began to search for the
meaning of life rather than totally focusing on his career. He read the New Testament, again and
again, until he came to really know the Lord Jesus and seek relationship with Him. He then read
the Old Testament. He attended some churches but quickly perceived problems with their
doctrine and practice. But his personal encounter with Jesus through the pages of scripture, is
just wonderful, and best told by him in his own words in the video. He emphasizes that contrary
to the claims of many, he had no supposed vision of Jesus, no words whispered in visions- but
he has learnt what he has learnt from the written word. He really emphasizes this in his
testimony. He really felt he had encountered Jesus, and started buying New Testaments to
distribute on the streets on his way to and from work. He noticed that the various churches he
attended seemed more interested in getting attenders and members, than in reaching out
simply with the message of Jesus to people on the street.

With this in mind, and also wanting more knowledge and teaching, Mo exited a petrol station
one evening in Addington and noticed a bus bearing our advert for a totally free Bible for
"whosoever will". He pulled out his phone and snapped a photo of the bus with the advert, and
later contacted us by phone. We met up immediately, and continued meetings. He quickly
accessed our material online and viewed our YouTube videos and read our Bible
Basics material. In the old days, one learnt the Truth through attending weekly meetings for
months. Now, you can read all the material, listen to it or view it on your commute to work, and
grasp the Truth quickly. This is what happened with Mo.

It was really a wonderful and emotional moment when Mo was baptized into the Lord Jesus this
week in a small lake near Croydon, covered in autumn leaves.The video of his testimony is really
worth viewing; it’s at https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=1yODbjwbw6g

Do view it. Mo is really an inspiration. He says: "The more | acknowledge that this is the Truth,
the more | have that fire, that yearning, to tell it to others".

Mo's sister is preparing for baptism now and she and Mo now regularly go out together
distributing our NEV New Testaments on the street. They have distributed around 100 in the last
week. Our prayers are with them as they grow in grace and knowledge.
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James

Carelink readers will remember the annual adverts we place in the Daily Mail UK newspaper.
We received the following email this week from a woman called Ann, living in a well heeled
village in South East England: "l was handed a cut out from a paper by a gentleman named
James who is homeless and sleeping under an old railway bridge near to our property. He is well
read and his current bible is very scruffy. If you send it to me at the above address I'll make sure
he gets it. Many thanks"

It wasn't difficult to locate her property and the railway bridge through Google Earth.
Immediately on receiving the email we went to the location. And there was James, sleeping
under the bridge, which is over a disused railway track now turned into a rural cycle track. We
woke him up, asked if he was the James who wanted a Bible. He was most touched we had
made the effort to dig him out, observing that most churches don't really want homeless people
as members. He had a large number of sleeping bags and was well set up and not willing to
accept any help apart from food. He explained, in the Queen's English and revealing an
intelligent and highly educated mind, that he reads the Bible much of the time, but his Bible was
wearing out. Whilst in a library in January, that's 10 months ago, he had noticed our advert in the
Daily Mail and cut it out, keeping it carefully in his Bible. He has really no money and survives
just by what food he is given. Ann along with other middle class ladies in this rather nice area
bring him food and drinks in a kind of unconsciously devised rota between them. He says he
gets three great meals some days and none the next. So realizing his Bible was falling apart, he
asked Ann if she could post the coupon to us and get the Bible sent to her home. She agreed,
but emailed us instead, as the advert had our email.

He accepted the Bible with gratitude, but when we started chatting about what the Bible meant,
he said he needed to ask some questions, as he was sick and tired of Christian "do gooders"
[even though he depends upon them!] who don't really read or know their Bibles. And he would
only discuss with people who do. So he fired a series of questions, such as "Who was the father
of John the Baptist?", "When is Tyre first mentioned in the Bible". And most interestingly, "Does
the word Trinity ever occur in the Bible?". He was impressed with our answers and apologized for
his arrogance, and listened to us explaining our doctrines for about 30 minutes. It would've
made a fine photo- a homeless man wrapped in sleeping bags intently listening to our
preaching, clutching his new NEV Bible in his hand, nodding agreement or shaking his head at
times in disagreement. But it is somehow inappropriate to point a camera at a destitute man
who is very sceptical of his more 'normal’ helpers and visitors. But here's a picture of the tunnel
where he sleeps taken from a respectful distance, you can just about see his '‘encampment’
next to the wall of the tunnel:

On returning home, we emailed Ann and told her. She was most touched we should care so
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much for a homeless man, and asked if anyway she could be sent the Bible and our literature as
she'd be interested to read it, as we seemed very sincere. We marvel at the ways of providence,
which reflect the passion and active device of the Father and Son to work with His servants to by

all means try to save some.
So ... please pray for Ann and James.

UK CARELINKS CONFERENCE
This is booked God willing for Saturday 24th February at the usual venue in Selsdon [Croydon]

from 10:30 - 6 PM, contact Br Steve Gretton if you'd live to attend or for more details -
steve.gretton@gmail.com

ITALY
We're delighted to report that Br Peter and Sis Dae Ventresca, an Italian - Canadian couple from

one of the Toronto ecclesias in Canada, have begun a three week trip to Italy aimed at spreading
the Gospel and strengthening those baptized. Please pray for them. So far they've met up with
Brothers Joseph and Tony and their group, and have baptized FESTUS. Here you can see them at
the home meeting at Joseph & Osha's place, and at the baptism. We've just received news that
Joseph, Peter and Dae have baptized another four contacts, with an interested local Italian
watching; more news next week God willing:

USA
We're pleased to say that brother Mike Porterfield has agreed to join the board of Carelinks

USA. Brother David Corbin is now the treasurer, and donations can be sent to him at
Carelinks Outreach Inc.
151 E 32nd Street,
Brooklyn, NY 11226 USA
email: boarcat@msn.com

We really appreciate Brother Joe Badlu having done this work for so long; he will now be
Chairman of the board. None of us have any time for all this paperwork and names and titles,
we are all brethren and co-labourers, but they are required so that donations from USA

residents can be tax deductible.

CANADA
We were happy to get an email from brother Keith Andrews informing that a contact he has

tutored through Bible Basics is due to be baptized at a Toronto ecclesia this Sunday.

LATVIA
The Winter welfare program begins in Riga this weekend, and Duncan & Cindy and family are

already there, to be joined soon by Br Norman Stock and others. Please pray for the great work
ahead all Winter. The program feeds and teaches Bible class to 50-100 people / day for 5 days /

week all Winter.
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Donations are really welcome and needed. Apart from the food cost, there's heating, electric,
sewerage, breakages, legally required cleaning procedures, registration, land tax, and all the
things which go with running a large centre. Heating costs are around 600 Euros / month in the
deeper winter.

PRAYER POINTS

- For those recently baptized

- ForJames and Ann

- For the Winter welfare program in Latvia and elsewhere

- For Br Peter & Sis Dae in their work in Italy

- Thanksgiving that some are responding still, in spirit and truth, to the offers of the good
news which we are making.

With love from your brothers and sisters of Carelinks



